
 

 

 

In memory of 

 

Sister MARIA GORETTI DENARO 

 
January 31, 1934 - August 21, 2025 

 

 

Sr. Maria Goretti Denaro was born in Modica, in the province of Ragusa, Sicily, on 

January 31, 1934. She was the daughter of Pietro Denaro and Rosaria Sarta and had 

two brothers and a sister. 

 

In this simple family environment imbued with Christian values, she lived a deep 

devotion to Mary. Later, by getting to know the Marist Fathers, in particular Father 

Paladini, she had the opportunity to discover the Spirit of Mary and to respond to the 

Lord's call by choosing the Congregation of Mary. 

 

In 1951, still very young, she had the courage to leave her family, to whom she was 

very attached, and to undertake a long journey from Sicily to France. Without knowing 

the language or geography, she moved to Saint-Prix to begin her training, and she made 

her first profession there on September 8, 1953. 

 

During the years she spent in Italy, she held the position of leader of the Italian Sisters 

on several occasions.  During these years of service, she deepened her insights about  

Mother Foundress and wanted to study their origin, fully understand the mission and 

share with all her sisters the treasures of her joyful holiness, so that her words would 

remain alive in each of them. 



 

The last years of Sr. Maria Goretti's life were marked by illness that forced her to 

remain bedridden for a long time, during which she was able to accept her infirmity, 

weakness and dependence on others for everything.  Despite this situation, she 

managed to transmit peace, hope and serenity to the people who were in contact with 

her. 

 

In the homily of the funeral Mass, the chaplain recalled: "... We can speak of fidelity 

even in this situation of serious illness. Without a doubt, because we never cease to be 

what the Lord has called us to be. Sr. Maria Goretti remained faithful in accepting with 

courage and hope this last trial which would end with the return to the Father, who this 

time would not invite her to another community or to another mission, but to follow 

him in his Kingdom... » 

 

Sr. Maria Goretti’s funeral was celebrated in the chapel of the Marist Sisters of Treviso 

on August 25, 2025, at 9:15 a.m. in the presence of two priests and with the 

participation of the Superior General, Sr. Sylvette, the Marist Sisters and close 

connections of the Sisters. Family members who could not be present sent a message, 

expressing their thoughts and affection for their aunt. which was read during the 

celebration, After the ceremony, the body was buried in the cemetery of Ponzano 

Veneto (Treviso), where the Italian Marist Sisters who preceded her are buried. 

 

We thank Sr. Maria Goretti for the life she led and especially for the message of hope 

she gave us during her illness, abandoning herself to the will of God.  Her memory will 

remain forever engraved in our hearts. 

 

May she rest in peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


